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2015 W.I.S.E. Awards and Banquet 
Conservation Education Celebrates the 1.7 Million Students 

 
The 2015 WISE Awards and Banquet in Calgary drew nearly 500 attendees on February 7, 2015.  
Introduced in 2002 the WISE awards are designed to recognize people who share the vision of 
“Making wildlife and fish part of the value system of all Albertans”.  The Conservation Education 
W.I.S.E. Foundation began in 1995 and exists largely as a funding tool to assist in the 
administration and delivery of Alberta’s Conservation Education programs.  Volunteers from all 
walks of life deliver these programs, and they form the backbone of the delivery system that 
works to ensure that wildlife and wild places have value.  
 
2014 was a landmark year for Conservation Education with over 90,000 students being reached 
and 2015 is expected to surpass even these numbers.   Volunteers and staff, as well as partners 
in ESRD, continue to provide the programs that connect Albertans to our rich and precious 
Natural Resources.  With over 1.7 million students having been reached through the programs 
since their inception, AHEIA is justifiably proud of these great achievements which attest to the 
fact that Conservation Education is highly valued by Albertans.  These significant 
accomplishments are possible only because of the core group of devoted and hard working 
volunteers who continue to deliver these programs.   
 
The goal of the annual W.I.S.E. awards is to increase the level of public commitment to the 
conservation of Alberta’s wildlife and fish.  These awards will recognize outstanding 
achievement in the area of positive influence of people who enjoy wildlife and fish in 
consumptive and non-consumptive ways.  They recognize the common cause and contribution 
of a broad range of user groups.   
 
It is intended that the awards establish a standard of excellence to ensure strength, credibility 
and integrity of the awards and recipients.  In that regard, stringent controls and guidelines have 
been established by The Conservation Education W.I.S.E. Foundation and the Alberta Hunter 
Education Instructors’ Association.  It is the hope that Albertans emulate the activity, 
performance and values of the heroes profiled by these awards. 
 
The 2015 Awards winners are: 
 
The Volunteer Instructor Conservation Award recognizes outstanding contributions in the field 
of conservation education.  Award recipients in this category demonstrate a passion and 
commitment to deliver conservation education programs to Albertans of all ages.  This years 
recipient is Mr. Stan Genert of Delburne, Alberta. 
 
The Public Service Conservation Award recognizes achievements in public relations, 
conservation ethics and community leadership by federal, provincial or municipal employees 
who devote time to educate Albertans in the area of fish and wildlife resource use. 
 



It is designed to recognize government personnel who have been conscientious in their duties 
and able to create partnerships with all user groups.  These individuals demonstrate a true 
commitment to a “team environment” and a partnership between people, government and the 
resource.  This year’s recipient is Mr. John Clarke from Blairmore, Alberta. 
 
Each year a person is selected to receive the Alva Bair Conservation Award.  The presentation is 
intended to honor the memory and amazing contribution to the cause of Conservation made by 
Alva. The recipients will be recognized for demonstrating similar levels of passion and 
commitment to wildlife that Alva did. By presenting this award, Alva's name, personality and 
love for wild things and wild places will be perpetuated.  
 
Alva Bair was a pioneer in the Conservation movement.  He was able to create and share a 
vision with all who were interested.  His vision was for a future that included viable wildlife 
populations and a society that recognized the value of wildlife and contribution that wild 
creatures make to the overall quality of our lives. Alva was a leader among a large group of 
people from every part of the North American continent.  
 
The Alva Bair Memorial Award is presented to the volunteer that most exemplifies that which 
Alva Bair represented during his life: our connection between wildlife and wild places.   The 
2015 recipient of this award  has spent his entire life perpetuating this type of commitment - 
Mr. Venny Chocholacek from Red Deer, Alberta. 
 
On hand to assist with the Awards presentation was Alberta Environment and Sustainable 
Resource Development Minister Kyle Fawcett.  His opening remarks indicated his support and 
appreciation for conservation education programs, and the need to go out and talk about our 
shared responsibility for conserving these resources.  “Alberta has a proud heritage of hunting 
and fishing, which continues to play an important part in our culture and communities.  
Conservation education plays such a crucial role for the sustainability of our fish and wildlife 
resources, and in helping Albertans recognize these natural resources as integral parts of 
Alberta’s heritage and values.” 
 
To read more about this year’s recipients, watch for a copy of the next issue of the Conservation 
Education magazine or visit our website at www.aheia.com 
 
The Conservation Education W.I.S.E. Awards are combined with a major fund-raising banquet 
designed to raise funds to sponsor programs ranging from outdoor education camps, fishing and 
hunter education programs, firearms education and training and countless youth and women’s 
programs.  The audience was a unique combination of individuals, with one common theme, a 
dedication and commitment to wildlife and wild places.   
 
When asked about the success of the evening, AHEIA Chairman and President Bob Gruszecki 
said, “This year we reached over 90,000 people and as we celebrate our 51st year of delivering 
conservation education we have touched the lives of more than 1.7 million people. What an 
incredible milestone and clearly one that is attributed to the volunteer efforts of thousands of 
Albertans.  The WISE Awards are an opportunity to annually recognize a few of those individuals 
and profile their accomplishments.  It is truly not about what these volunteers get for their 
efforts, but rather what they become, as a result of their efforts.” 
 

http://www.aheia.com/


Past recipients of the WISE Awards include: 
 
 
 Volunteer Instructor 

Conservation Award 

Public Service 

Conservation Award 

Industry 

Conservation Award 

Overall Conservation 

Alva Bair Memorial 

Award 

2014 Recipients Stan Genert John Clarke - Venny Chocholacek 

2013 Recipients - Big Country Rod & 

Gun Club 

- Howie Johnston 

2012 Recipients George Blackley - Claudio Ongaro Wes Goretsky 

2011 Recipients Kelly Lewis Pat Dunford Mike Ewald Laurie Paetz 

2010 Recipients Hal Ziprick Morris Sawchuk Todd Zimmerling Dave Powell 

2009 Recipients Al Rusnak Lionel Veldkamp Bob Byers Rick & Donna Martin 

2008 Recipients Jack & Brenda 

Steenson 

Bruce Treichel Dale Johnson Ken Ambrock 

2007 Recipients John Reitan Todd Ponich Dave Bzawy Terry Pearen 

2006 Recipients Bob Neufeld Dave Dickson Lorne Hindbo Kelly Semple 

2005 Recipients Doug Urichuk Ed Pirogowicz Bob & Jocelyn Heyde Keith Denoncourt 

2004 Recipients Sonny Smith Jason Hanson Richard Page Pat & Clayton Jensen 

2003 Recipients Sheldon Frissell Kelly Wilson Ryk Visscher Tom & Bonnie 

Bateman 

2002 Recipients James Talbot Lyle Lester Bryan Radke & Bruce 

Wierenga 

Dale Halmrast 

 
 
The 2016 WISE Awards and banquet will again be held in conjunction with the Calgary Boat and 
Sportsmen’s Show on February 6, 2016 at the BMO Centre, Stampede Park, Calgary, Alberta.  . 
 
For more information, contact: 
 
Alberta Hunter Education Instructors’ Association 
Chairman  
Bob Gruszecki 
403.319.2275 
 
Alberta Hunter Education Instructors’ Association 
Director 
Kelly Semple 
780.919.3183 
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